
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Jane Kim 

MACS 317 

9 October 2020 

Flu File Interpretation 

The Indianapolis Star wrote an article titled “Nurses Are Ill of Spanish Flu” and 

published it on November 26, 1918. Within the article, there are mentions of how hospital 

employees were contracting the Spanish Flu and that the city of Frankfort, IN would be 

providing vaccines to people in order to fight this flu. However, upon further research, there 

were no vaccines or other drugs to treat this flu and the first licensed vaccine showed up in the 

United States around the 1940s, well after the Spanish Flu had made waves (History.com). The 

media in the United States barely discussed the Spanish Flu initially. Even this article was a very 

short article on page 13 showing it’s insignificance in comparison to other news stories or even 

some advertisements that had more prominence. While I believe that this was a good beginning 

to getting news of the flu out to the public, I don’t believe it was enough. With all eyes on the 

War, even I would have been more concerned with family members returning safely or trying to 

support my family instead of worrying about influenza. During COVID-19, I’ve also witnessed 

how unimportant (some) Americans think the pandemic is. Just like with the Spanish Flu, people 

don’t seem to realize the significance and the impact COVID-19 has on people until their loved 

ones or someone near to them contracts the virus. Of course, not everyone is affected in the same 

way - the same went for the Spanish Flu. This article also makes me think about all of the 

hospital workers and first responders being so openly exposed to the virus day by day but how 

little is being done to support them, just like in the article all the way from 1918.  

 



References 

History.com Editors. (2010, October 12). ​Spanish flu​. HISTORY. 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/1918-flu-pandemic#section_8 

(1918, April 9). ​The New York Times​. 

Nurses are ill of Spanish Flu. (1918, November 26). ​The Indianapolis Star​, p. 13. 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/1918-flu-pandemic#section_8

