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(Madrid ABC news, May 22nd ,1918)

(It is weird if you cannot find anyone among your friends and relatives who caught the
flu. The flu has adapted to Spain, and it is an unwanted guest.)

1918’s influenza was publicly referred in media for the first time on Madrid ABC News,
May 22nd 1918. It is called the “Spanish flu” because it is first reported in Spanish media.
The World War I raged at that time, and the United States was the main belligerent. The
US government concerned that reporting a severe pandemic on the media might trigger
panic among soldiers and negatively affect the outcome of the War. Therefore, nothing
about the influenza was mentioned in US media before Spain, and most of the news
coverage reported the war situation. Spain, on the other hand, stayed neutral in World
War I, so people paid attention to social issues that were more related to their daily lives.
Also, their king was also infected by the flu, which also caught people’s attention on the
influenza. Thus, Spain stood out to be the first country reporting the existence of the
Influenza. On the “Madrid Update” section of Madrid ABC News, the first section
mentioned the flu: “It is weird if you cannot find anyone among your friends and relatives
who caught the flu. The flu has adapted to Spain, and it is an unwanted guest.” The
description is brief, but it is monumental.

Shifting our attention to the present, we are repeating the mistake we made a century ago.
When the first cases of coronavirus existed in China, the doctors who tried to inform their
friends and relatives of a new infectious virus got an official warning from the
government. The government claimed that they were spreading fake news and trying to
stir panic. When the virus first came into the US, Donald Trump kept saying that it would
disappear by itself. However, the number of confirmed cased are still rising rapidly. But
is this a fatal mistake? I remember when I saw the news that the first thousand cases were
confirmed in Wuhan, I was in Jilin, China, and at that time no one was really afraid of
getting infected. When the first thousand cases were confirmed in the US, I was in
Illinois. It was the Spring break of my university, and I travelled to a lot of places with
little concern about getting the virus. Before we see this virus becoming a global concern
and infected a great number of people (at least 10,000) in the country one resides in, it is
unlikely that one would really take action to protect themselves. However, the virus kept
spreading when everyone believed they were safe. In conclusion, even though the media
reports the existence of a new virus as early as possible, people will not take action before
the pandemic really breaks out. The media helps people obtain information about the
virus, and people learn to protect themselves as well as prevent it from further spread
after everyone realizes its severeness, but it is impossible for media to stop the virus from
breaking out from the beginning.

