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Abstract: [from item description] I recorded this interview primarily for an assignment, but I discovered more meaning behind it along the way. COVID – 19 has had an impact on most of the world and while it is easy to hear about the struggles of others, it is another thing entirely to have them tell you themselves. That's why I settled on the interview format. I hope this story is as insightful to others as it has been for me. [from transcriber] Jack asks Jordan about what is like to move from Los Angeles, California to Boston for college. Jordan comments on the different responses to COVID-19 she noticed in Boston versus Los Angeles, including Northeastern’s COVID-19 testing protocols. Jordan also speaks about what it is like to be a freshman and have the social aspects of college hampered by the pandemic. Jack and Jordan both speak about how this might improve college experience and mental health of students.

JO: Hello, my name is Jack O'Connor and I'm a freshman at Northeastern University. The interview you're about to hear was between myself and Jordan (Adilenco?? ph). So a fellow freshmen. I recorded this interview primarily for an assignment. But as I've been sitting here and working through it, it's begun to take on a lot more meaning. This interview presented itself as an opportunity, an opportunity to understand the impact that COVID-19 has had, not just on myself, but on the students around me and the greater Boston area. I hope you enjoy. 
JO: Why don't you go ahead and introduce yourself.
JA: My name is Jordan (Adilenco?? ph). I'm 18 years old. I am a freshman at Northeastern, and I am from Los Angeles.
JO: Just before we start, for the record, this is being recorded on September 19, at 2:00 PM in the afternoon. And I do have your consent to publish, record this interview, correct?
JA: Yes, you do. 
JO: Okay. So, Jordan, you said you were from LA, and you are a rising freshman here at Northeastern University? Has there been any crazy changes that you've observed coming from LA or to Boston?
JA: I've definitely seen just, you know, a difference in culture regarding COVID, it seems a lot less political out here than I would say it is in certain parts of Los Angeles. The mask wearing is definitely something that was almost shocking to me at first, in LA, if you were to walk the streets, when people would think you're super weird. But if you were to, you'd see you'd see a bunch of people just not wearing masks. And that wasn't that wasn't the case, coming to Boston, when my family first got here to you know, move me into college. We did, we did the little touristy thing for like a week before. And you know, my- both my parents said, noted, that we really hadn't seen many people not wearing a mask, which was such, kind of a culture shock. Coming from LA where people really had a hard time with the mask-wearing.
JO: And do you think you can attribute that to university culture? Or do you think that we can point at the larger city of Boston where we are now?
JA: I think it's both. I mean, I think, because there's so many, so many colleges and universities in Boston, and there's so many students who really do want to be here and want to be on campus, I think that's more of an incentive to, you know, follow COVID guidelines and- but also in just the greater Boston area. I think one of the big things in LA was that there really were not strict in place laws until too late. If at all, it's arguable, if at all. But it just seems people have more of like a common incentive to kind of follow these guidelines and, you know, keep each other safe.
JO: Now, you spoke about being here on campus. And that is, during this time, I'm afraid a luxury that very few students can afford. The university has put in place a lot of restrictions and requirements for us to be here. Can you tell me a little bit about your experience with these restrictions, requirements?
JA: Yeah, you know, one of the biggest things, one of the biggest shifts is that as Northeastern students, we're getting tested every three days, which is like something that was kind of a pull for me when choosing what university to come to. I was kind of watching how the different colleges I was accepted into were reacting to the COVID pandemic and some immediately decided to just close down and wait until spring. But you know, I was in pleasant surprise of Northeastern, coming up with these- all these guidelines and testing protocols in such a short period of time.
JO: And have you felt that while you're here, you've needed to make any sacrifices in the interest of safety.
JA: I mean, we're- there are definitely guidelines to- that we have to follow and the social scene is definitely, especially as incoming freshmen in a new city. I felt that kind of building community has been slightly compromised, but for the most part, I'd say it's all necessary.
JO: Right. And is there anything that you felt needs to change with the way that the university is addressing our current situation?
JA: I mean, I'd say kind of as we find out more about how, you know, things are going and how infection is or is not spreading, I'd say the only thing is kind of like a more opportunities for community building, because this is like a very isolating age we're living through. And I just say, if the university could find some way to kind of connect us through, like, safely and socially distance, obviously, but I think just what people need most right now is a sense of connection.
JO: Right. And is that something you've been able to develop? Is that something you personally have felt would help you in a mental health perspective, from an education perspective? I mean, what do you need here to be able to, to kind of associated with this new normal?
JA: I mean, I was fortunate, I came in kind of knowing a bunch of people already, so I already kind of had some formed connections, but I feel like for just like the greater student body I think these kinds of things are like completely necessary for mental health for just, you know, to enjoy, enjoy your time and, you know, make the most of your college experience.
JO: Well, I think that was the last question I had for you. Thank you very much, Jordan.
JA: Yeah.
JO: I guess that's the end of this interview.

Transcribed by https://otter.ai
