
My Sister Graduated Year 12 During a Pandemic 
 
My younger sister went through Year 12 (the last year of high school in Australia) in 2020. 
When she showed me her yearbook, most of the graduation quotes were either TikTok 
references, sarcastic remarks about being at home for most of their final year of school, or 
genuine amazement that they made it through a notoriously crazy year in an actually 
crazy year. Due to the tight restrictions in Victoria for most of 2020, this Year 12 cohort 
did not get to go to formal, dress up for sports carnivals, have an in-person graduation, or 
even enjoy the basic senior-year pleasure of having a microwave in the exclusive Year 12 
common room. One of her friends summed it up quite well in her graduation yearbook 
statement – “that was nothing like High School Musical.” 
 


