
Covid-19 Archive Interview Project Guidelines 
 
In this class, you will not only be reading about and researching the history of pandemics, but 
you will be making history yourselves as historical actors living through a pandemic.  
 
This assignment has two parts: Part I is due on September 20, and Part II is due on December 8. 
Both parts will involve interviews with the same class partner.  
 
Part I: Due Sunday, September 20 
 
For this part of the assignment, you and your partner will interview each other about your 
experiences of the pandemic. Things you might want to talk about could include where you 
were when various stay-at-home orders were put into place; how the pandemic affected your 
life and those of people you know; whether or not the pandemic made you worried or anxious; 
how you felt about national and global responses to the pandemic; how your experience of the 
pandemic has changed from the beginning to the present.  
 
You are NOT required to reveal anything about yourself or your experiences that make you 
uncomfortable. If you prefer to avoid personal subjects, please inform your interview partner 
so that he/she can ask more general questions about local, national, or global responses.  
 
You and your partner can decide the format of your interview: it can be audio only or audio 
with video. You may record using Zoom, Canvas Studio, or any other platform you can upload to 
the Canvas course site and to the Covid-19 Archive site.  
 
I strongly recommend that you take at least 15-20 minutes to get to know your interview 
partner prior to beginning your interview, and that you arrange interview questions in 
advance.  
 
Required elements:  
 

1. Length: 5:00-8:00 minutes 
2. Consent: after introducing the interviewer and interviewee when recording, interviewer 

must ask interviewee if he/she gives consent to be interviewed for the Covid-19 Archive 
project 

3. Date and time: interviewer must ask interviewee to state the date and time 
4. Two paragraph reflection about the experience of interviewing and the assignment 

more generally. What went well? What would you do differently? Did you prefer doing 
the interviewing or being the interviewee? 

 
Part II: Due Tuesday, December 8 
 
You will use the same partner for Part II as you did for Part I. In this interview, the focus will be 
less about your experiences in the pandemic (although your experience in college during the 



pandemic is certainly something that you might want to talk about) and more about the ways 
learning about past pandemics has or has not affected your attitude toward, or perception of, 
the current pandemic. Questions to consider might be how or whether learning about other 
pandemics helped (or didn’t help) put this pandemic into context; how this pandemic compares 
to past pandemics; and whether or not humans have learned from their prior experience with 
pandemics.  
 
Again, you and your partner can decide the format of your interview: it can be audio only or 
audio with video. You may record using Zoom, Canvas Studio, or any other platform you can 
upload to the Canvas course site and to the Covid-19 Archive site.  
 
Required elements:  
 

1. Length: 5:00-8:00 minutes 
2. Consent: after introducing the interviewer and interviewee when recording, interviewer 

must ask interviewee if he/she gives consent to be interviewed for the Covid-19 Archive 
project 

3. Date and time: interviewer must ask interviewee to state the date and time 
4. Two paragraph reflection about the experience of interviewing and the assignment 

more generally.  
 
 


