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Sensory History & COVID-19 
 

Purpose:  
The purpose of this activity is for students to learn about sensory history and how 
sensory history helps in the construction of historical narratives. Student work is being 
submitted to the ​A Journal of the Plague Year: An Archive of Covid-19​ as student 
submissions highlight unique sensory memories during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Essential Question:  
How can sensory history help historians construct historical narratives? 
What do sensory memories tell us about the history of the pandemic? 
 
Student Outcomes:  
-Student will be able to articulate the benefits of sensory history. 
-Students will study the sensory history of a specific historical event.  
-Students will write about a personal COVID-19 sensory memory. 
-Students will submit their COVID-19 sensory memory to ​A Journal of the Plague Year: 
An Archive of Covid-19​. 
 
Activity Ideas: 
-Discuss sensory history. 
-Study the sensory history of a specific historical event. Here, students studied the 
sensory experience of immigrants that passed through Ellis Island. Specific activities 
and websites used to facilitate these activities are included in Appendix A and Appendix 
B. 
-Read ​this article​ that discusses the sensory experience of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Article link included in Appendix A. 
-Explore current ​JOTPY ​sensory history submissions. Sample submissions included in 
Appendix A. 
-Submit personal COVID-19 sensory memories to ​JOTPY​. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://theconversation.com/welcome-to-your-sensory-revolution-thanks-to-the-pandemic-136321


APPENDIX A - WEBSITES 
 
Virtual Tour - Scholastic Interactive Tour of Ellis Island 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/  
 
Video - Godfather Ellis Island 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubT-Bm36L2U&feature=emb_title 
 
Video - Deconstructing History: Ellis Island 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3wJpIRRaxk&feature=emb_title  
 
Article - Welcome to Your Sensory Revolution, Thanks to the Pandemic 
https://theconversation.com/welcome-to-your-sensory-revolution-thanks-to-the-pandemi
c-136321 
 
JOTPY Sensory History Submission - I Stood Beneath An Orange Sky 
https://covid-19archive.org/s/archive/item/29750 
 
JOTPY Sensory History Submission - Bedtime Band 
https://covid-19archive.org/s/archive/item/29889  
 
JOTPY Sensory History Submission - The End of Quiet Time At Home 
https://covid-19archive.org/s/archive/item/29877  
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APPENDIX B - SCREENSHOTS FROM DIGITAL NOTEBOOK 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 


