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UPDATE
February, 2022

This book was submitted to Kindle Direct Publishing, a
subsidiary of Amazon, Inc. in the summer of 2020. They
refused to publish the book. The following message was
received in an email:

Due to the rapidly changing nature of information
around the COVID-19 virus, we are referring
customers to official sources for health information
about the virus. As a result we are not offering your
book for sale.

This seemed just plain goofy at the time, as every
'official source' had something different to say. Indeed,
some 'official sources' seemed to contradict other 'official
sources.' In addition, this book had not offered any health
information whatsoever. Except to eat real food and get
some exercise and sleep. So it seems that the refusal to
publish was just another knee-jerk reaction with no
consideration of the actual contents. Initially it was
decided to simply drop the idea of publishing this. So other
projects were turned to. Then, in late 2021, another wave
of Covid-19 hit America and the atmosphere surrounding
the situation seemed to confirm many of the points that
had been raised a year and a half previously.

A review of the original manuscript also revealed that
an up-front statement regarding a summary of the
fundamental theory would perhaps be helpful. This book is
not political in focus, but politics does have a major impact
on the theory. In addition, new information has become



available that amplifies the arguments. This new data will
violate some general superstitions that feed some of the
most sacred politics of many Americans.

The gist of this presentation is that stress hormones
are the real killer in the Covid-19 situation. A combination
of media, politics and science-stupidity all amplify the fear
factor. Any fear always amplifies stress hormones. Stress
hormones are silent ambush predators. These naughty
chemicals then make everything else seem much worse
than it probably is. The chemical flood causes unseen
tissue inflammation. Then fear spawned stress will induce
inflammation, clogging the lungs and other tissues.

In addition, the superstitious-based failure to get
vaccinated causes the virus to return every time a new
variant evolves. Consider that if the U.S. military viewed
vaccination as a weapon, the entire world would receive a
dose in a matter of a few months. Given a direct order to
move aggressively, chemical facilities, such as those at Ft.
Detrick, Maryland, could be producing vaccine in a matter
of days.

The new information that has come to light spawns a
hypothesis that asks a question prohibited by politics. Are
cigarette smokers afforded protection from the effects of
the virus? Consider the following correlations:

e In Europe, infusions of tobacco smoke are used to
reduce lung inflammation in any disease situation that
calls for a therapy of this type.



e The Japanese have some of the lowest Covid-19 rates
in the world. This puzzles epidemiologists to no end.
They have examined every factor they can think of, but
absolutely nothing seems to point to a cause for these
low rates. Yet the Japanese are also very heavy
smokers, consuming more cigarettes per capita than
any other nation on the planet.

e American politics prevent the tobacco factor from even
being slightly considered as having any effect
whatsoever. Any suggestion in this direction would be
answered with cries of heresy and a threat to end a
researcher's career. So any scientist with the idea that
tobacco is a factor keeps the thought quietly to
themselves.

If you wish to skip the memory of initial anxiety, you
may jump to page 114 and go directly to the insanity of
how it got this way. But at least look at the entry for May
1st. Questions are asked that you cannot answer.

Also remember that someone will probably start a war
and suddenly the virus will no longer exist; because it will
no longer be in the news. (This was originally written
before the invasion of Ukraine.)

Also, please review the Appendix carefully, so you are
able to discuss this like you have a brain.

Then please try to relax. Enable your stress hormones
to recede. Allow your growth hormones to contribute to
accelerating your personal evolution.



Preface

To original edition

Is Covid-19 an epic-dilemma or an epidemic? Maybe
and who knows, though there are very many odd angles
and bent vectors and twists of viewpoint.

This is a record of Kudos for many Americans. It is
also an indictment of the media, who worsened the
outcome by a steady stream of consistently irresponsible
broadcasting. The dueling dual Parties have been rather
naughty with their semantics as well. Some of the silly
circus du jour is logged just for the record.

This is not a history book, but just another slant about
interesting times. I'm leaving a heck of a lot of hell out of
this. Many will write history; some will write it right, but in
past tense. This was written as the windows of TV and my
face saw it in real time. Sometimes I hint at puzzles, but
everything after the opening orientation is based on the
actual reality as it existed in somebody's head, fantasy by
fact. It is, however, much more than a regurgitation of the
CNN, the BBC and the FOX. This record is my version with
surprises you should read to learn there are many other
ways to see. Whether you personally identify with the
Cuomo Cleanup or the Trump Army approach, this treatise
will upset you about something and you may acquire
genuine cognitive dissonance as well.

Full disclosure: My only agenda is for people to think,
get along and work together; converse, compromise,
commit and create. The Appendix includes Radical Essays
to this end, and some Plausible Prognostications.
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This holds a dirty secret,
that grabs you now and then;
But it will never be revealed,
On FOX or CNN.

Media mass frenzy
has come to kill again;
Ratings rule the rhetoric
on this they can depend.

They're coming for the gullible,
they always panic first;
Frenzy makes some chaos
that makes the country worse.

Next they want your children,
so governments can fight;
and none of this will ever end,
until you see the light.

Riddle: Why is Hell a cold, dark place?
Answer: Because separation is cold
and fear is dark.

Compassion makes us warm.
When your eyes become healthy,
your body becomes full of light. (st. Luke)

Learn to see.
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Memory refresh

Plague Diary may be a catchy book title, but Covid-19
does not in any way need to be a genuine plague. I knew
about plagues long before Coronavirus appeared. Earth
manufactures plagues if conditions get unbalanced; every
half dozen centuries or so. Then the semi-extinction that
results drives social evolution. Justinian's Plague made way
for the Prophet and the Black Death paved the road for the
Reformation.

History did not prepare me for how this curse played
us. Yet in a way, mankind played the virus, as you may
see. Covid-19 emerged as a most interesting adventure; a
rather excessively interesting adventure. Coronavirus is in
no way a Chinese Curse. However, to say "May you live in
interesting times" really is a genuine traditional Chinese
Curse. You may not realize just how interesting until you
look back and see.

It all seems somewhat odd, even to my aging brain.
In the sixty-couple years that I can recall, there were very
few interesting adventures in our times, just a few events.
Events come and go, then get half forgotten; perhaps they
occasionally enter someone's nostalgia. Very soon, Covid-
19 will be like yesterday's gone morning mist.

Once a new normal firmly sets in, the old normal
becomes distant and vague. Some of the people who died
from Covid-19 have no memory at all of the 9-11 attacks.
Soon there will be a generation who has no memory of
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Covid-19 except the stories that will be told by the now
middle-aged who then become the grandfathers and
grandmothers among the lucky survivors.

Events are merely history once forgotten. I did the
survival skill of putting my head under my arms under my
desk in Lavale during the Cuban Missile Crisis. I went to
DC and occupied the mall as part of the failed attempt to
shut down the government in the spring of '71. In the
1980s I drank me into a stupor, so if anything happened it
passed me by. I returned to DC for a war protest in the
1990s, but that accomplished nothing. I was sequestered
in a basement on September Eleventh and did not know
that buildings had collapsed and all airplanes were
grounded until very late afternoon. I also lost nearly
everything I owned in the years following the 2009 crash,
but /ife itself has really been a dull routine.

It seems as if these event things come along every
ten years or so. The only element in common is that the
events are always associated with either an over-reaction
or under-reaction on the part of government.

I did quit drinking eventually, but not one of these
events changed me one iota. Covid-19 did not change me
either; but I have to wonder what the year 2030 will bring

Some of the next few pages were assembled a little
after the fact to remind the stage about the setting. In
case someone stumbles on this log at some point in the
future. Names have never been changed to protect the
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guilty. A few names are left out to prevent embarrassment
for saying something really stupid without thinking.

No guarantees are being offered here; fact checking is
your problem. Any mention of Coronavirus, which is a
whole group of viruses, refers to Covid-19, which is a trade
name for the disease itself. Sometimes you will see SARS-
Cov-2; this is the virus itself.

Just wandering around, we are bombarded non-stop
by millions of virus particles per square meter. We usually
perceive absolutely no evidence of this invisible infiltrator.
Sometimes the evidence can be excruciating. The 2020
Covid crisis involved the evolution of a new and definitely
most curious creature.

This beast was originally hatched as a mere rumor,
and then was something we did not need to know about.
This morphed into a foreign problem. Then that became
something that it was OK to know about but did not need
to worry about. After that, it was acceptable to worry a
little, but it was time for everyone to relax and everything
would be just fine.

Suddenly, hundreds of people seemed to be dying
every day. Uncanny had descended upon us; suddenly.

Wikipedia says that Coronaviruses are enveloped
viruses with a positive-sense single-stranded RNA genome
and a nucleocapsid of helical type symmetry. It is no
wonder these viruses are so mean; they are nearly
impossible to understand. There are a bunch of species,
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most of which only infect four legged animals. They have
characteristic spikes that project from their surface. Mild
variations lead to the common cold. Some strains have
way higher mortality rates, like Middle East respiratory
syndrome (MERS), at 35 percent.

Covid-19 is not one of the worst ones.

That is the end of technical stuff that we do not need
to understand. The rest of this narrative is quite simple to
grasp. If you can use a dictionary.

America's first epidemic
Was not the 1918 Spanish Flu.

In America, smallpox killed more than 140,000 people
during a 1770s epidemic. This was when the population
was two million. (A seven percent mortality rate; which
would be twenty-three million dead today.) We had major
cholera outbreaks in both the 1830s and 1840s. There
have been numerous epidemics in North America since
Lincoln's War that have killed thousands of people.

Welcome to Earth, the planet of the black swan.

The very first plague in recorded history was influenza
of unknown fatality level, but which spread from Babylon
to Burma about 1200 BC. The Justinian Plague, in 542 BC,
took many millions of poor souls. The Black Death of the
Middle Ages had perhaps 100 million victims.

None of the dead saw it coming.
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Covid-19 is a bit-player.

As calamities go, Covid-19 seems catastrophic mostly
for people in terrible health to begin with. So cut back on
the mac and grease, eat your grains and veggies. Get
some sleep and go for walks. Extend a happy attitude and
Be Kind; this helps everything work better.

My Rx for peace is simple. If you can focus.

Covid-19 can be seen thru other eyes. First, follow the
path of propaganda, act by act and scene by scene, then
consider the alternatives at the end of the play. A play it is,
and as the playwright knew, "all the world's a dream."

Sometimes someone may give you some nightmares.

Bump a bit backwards
2017 (Three years prior.)
January 6th

A Pentagon report reviewed past virus outbreaks and
warned that the next pandemic will likely be a new
respiratory illness. They predicted ventilator and PPE
shortages. (This was two weeks prior to Donald Trump's
inauguration.)

January 11th

Anthony S. Fauci, MD, speaking at a forum on
pandemic preparedness at Georgetown University, said the
Trump administration "will be challenged by ongoing
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global health threats, and also by a surprise epidemic
outbreak." Poor Dr. Fauci is going to be a lead actor; stage
center. He may be wishing he had not said "epidemic."

2018 (Surprises in hindsight.)

Pay attention here, this is to carefully review, compare
these numbers with the April 30th, 2020 totals. Note that
the 2018-2019 flu season resulted in fewer illnesses,
hospitalizations and deaths than even the 2017-18 season.
The trajectory peaked in mid-February and trailed off in
April; like this year. In total, the CDC estimates that about
43 million people got sick during the 2018-2019 season,
647,000 people were hospitalized and 61,200 died.
That's on par with a typical flu season, and below the
CDC’s original estimates of 959,000 hospitalizations and
79,400 deaths.

Was Covid-19 here last year?

Except sans hysteria?

Before the beginning

We were all dazing thru the days. This is a part of the
reason we let all this happened.

November 2019 (Home front)

Tomorrow seemed to be nothing more intricate than a
vague promise to slide into calm and quiet. Diana, a life-
long special friend with special needs passed over in
November. It was surely most sad, but this epidemic
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would surely have been psychologically difficult for my
friend. May she R.I.P. rather than endure this. Suddenly:
no responsibilities. I mourned, but I would now retreat,
with no appointments and little need to patronize the
petroleum predators. Now I believed I could live and
scribble and hike unrestricted. I retreated a bit to the
west. Little did I know that my amusement would turn to a
vacillating morbid opera of fringe science dueling personal
image protection.

If you listen with extreme care, you may hear the
Gods laughing their ears off.

December 2019 (still home)

It was a mild winter. By March of 2020 most of my
memories of four months ago are mostly vague. Most of
my time was spent just organizing research and typing
journals. We, meaning myself and several of my few
remaining friends, scattered Diana's ashes at her old
sanctuary in Funkstown. I likely purchased groceries four
times, but went out very seldom otherwise. Since I do not
do Christmas because of the greed and rudeness one
encounters, it was mostly just another month . . . then . ..

Then . .. elsewhere. . .
November 2019 (China)

A laboratory type worker was studying a new
coronavirus virus inside a virus type laboratory in Wuhan,
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China. The study was just a regular activity for medical
type research.

This new virus was originally only known in two
legged bats, from which it was collected in the forest
wilderness; away from highly dense people groups. So far,
this is all super scientific. There was absolutely nothing
sinister going on, so far; just regular science stuff.

Then . . . Whoops! Then it gets very accidental.

December 1st 2019

This is the apparent date the virus laboratory worker
first infected a two legged person type animal with the
new coronavirus. The person infected by the lab worker
was himself. This mode of infection is a very serious
violation of scientific protocol. (It happens frequently,
though.)

Almost immediately after the lab worker was infected,
the virus got loose in the wild again; this time in a
crowded urban wilderness. Two legged un-winged animals
would be in a serious predicament for a while.

Our world was about to become one Shakespeare
would surely recognize. The stage had been set. Like
everyone else on Earth at the time, I could easily play the
Sargent Schultz part.

I knew nothing. We were OK; no crisis was made.
Yet.
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A 20 - 20

Vision-mare
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January 2020

7th

China confirmed a cluster of pneumonia associated
with a new coronavirus. The vector was said to be
something at Huanan Seafood Market in Wuhan, Hubei
Province.

11th

The genetic sequence for this new virus was published
online. It was not yet officially named. The Malaysian
Institute for Medical Research successfully produced the
primers and probes specific to SARS-CoV-2 on the very
same day. American science is not so involved yet.

13th (Not a Friday)

The first non-Chinese case of Covid-19 occurs in
Thailand. By the 16th, it had spread to Japan. It was just
flu, so the three letter networks had plenty of other news
to chatter about and sensationalize.

20th

After returning to Seattle from Wuhan, a 35 year old
man experienced pneumonia-like symptoms. We had no
idea at the time, but this was the first confirmed case of
Covid-19 infection reported in the United States.

10
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22nd

President Trump, trying to maintain calm, announced:
“No, we're not worried at all. We have it totally under
control.”

January ends with a bang.
31st

Laboratories are probing the virus for weaknesses and
reviewing possible avenues for developing a vaccine. By
the end of the first month of 2020, there was a lot
happening world-wide that the average American knew
little or nothing about. Including me.

U.S. citizens who have been in China's Hubei Province
in the past 14 days will now be subject to two full weeks of
mandatory quarantine when they travel back to the United
States. I did not know of this either.

Confrontational leadership began to spawn a steady
flow of misinformation. The No Ban Act, introduced by
Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA), tried to prevent a travel ban.
Senator Biden called the travel halt "xenophobic."
Loopholes allowed a steady flow of air travel to continue
anyhow.

A global emergency was declared. Under what authority?

I did not hear about this right away because I did not
watch TV news yet. At some point Google News had the
virus up, but I did not note the date. This would have been
my very first awareness that China had a virus issue at all.

11
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At the end of January we had absolutely no idea of
what we would soon be menaced with. A one hundred
year itch had appeared, a bit mutated. Soon, some bodies
would become tricks to be used by a virus to make more
viruses. With each sneeze spewing one million corona
particles, the math will become statistically staggering.

What a glorious opportunity to create mass hysteria!

February

The month starts out slow. For the next few pages,
entries are mostly to record the flow.

2nd

Trump announces: “We can't have thousands of
people coming in who may have this problem, the
coronavirus. So we're gonna see what happens, but we did
shut it down.”

9th

I had not gotten out since we scattered Diana's ashes.
So I visited LostBob. We briefly talked about the
Coronavirus spread, and Bob emphasized that the common
flu seemed more dangerous. His attitude was rather lax,
and He believes that China would likely contain the
situation.

12
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10th

Trump said “The virus is going to be fine.” That
turned out to be true from the point of view of the virus.
People will soon be dying from stress hormone floods.

11th

The new coronavirus received its official name of
SARS-CoVid-2 or Corona Virus D-2019.

19th

The president thinks “it's going to work out fine. The
warmer weather has a very negative effect on that type of
a virus. So let’s see what happens.”

24th

The White House announced that Americans had
nothing to worry about. Later we learned that advisors
were doom saying in private. The narrative was about to
get like those batteries of bowling ball pendulums on
YouTube.

26th

The president now says that “Because of all we've
done, the risk to the American people remains very low.
There's a chance it won't spread too. At this point, the
White House is actually right. Unfortunately, Trump will be
losing rhetorical control of the situation very soon.

13
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28th

The first US death from Covid-19 occurred today. It
was a Washington state resident in his 50s, but not the
one who contracted the virus in China. The president,
probably not knowing about the death yet, said "I think it's
really going well. ... We're prepared for the worst. One
day, it's like a miracle, it will disappear.”

29th

The rest of us, not knowing about the fatality yet
either, will finish the month basically in the dark about a
number of details. This includes not knowing that there
may have been Covid-19 deaths /in 2019 that were
unreported.

March
Please be patient, the pageant will soon become eruptive.
8th

The president retweeted a story about Surgeon
General Jerome Adams playing down the risk of
coronavirus for Trump personally. That takes a load off.
The point here is that all of the rest of us should have
stayed calm about most the rest of us.

9th

The president is noticing not being appreciated: He
said “The Fake News Media and their partner, the

14
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Democrat Party, is doing everything within its semi-
considerable power to inflame the situation." The Surgeon
General said ‘The risk is low to the average American.”
This is to the point, but the fire is about to catch the
television.

10th

There is a debate emerging regarding actual risks of
the coronavirus. Unfortunately, the debate style swirls the
gradually mounting frenzy. Trump, in a press conference,
notes that there have only been few deaths, with only
8,000 fatalities projected. He said "We're doing a great job
with it. And it will go away. Just stay calm. It will go away"
(All flu goes away.) Fox anchor Trish Regan commented
that the coronavirus is “another attempt to impeach the
president.” Well . . . ? Oris that . . . HUH?

11th

The World Health Organization declares that Covid-19
is @ worldwide pandemic. Here the WHO started eating
buffalo dung and howling at the moon. At this point there
was no credible evidence that a PANDEMIC was afoot.

13th

Then there was a White House lawn ceremony. With a
proclamation of therefore I, Donald J. Trump, per the
provisions of (42 U.S.C. 1320b-5), do hereby proclaim that

15
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the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States constitutes a
national emergency under the Stafford Act.

The crazy was planted;
WHO watered it well.
Now the TV will make it all sell.

The president also announced that the "FDA will bring
1.4 million tests on board next week and 5 million in a
month. I doubt we'll need near that.” This may not mean
much yet, but it will. Tests will become fuel for frenzy.

14th

I made my first entry in my date book about
Coronavirus. The US of A is sort of locked down due to
epidemic. This announcement did not escape me. Let hell
begin. I am becoming obsessed with the idea of keeping a
plague diary, but as of this date the log is still
reconstructed. I am having delusions of anxiety.

"Beware the Ides of March"
is about to take on a gut-wrenching meaning.

15th

The news has been insane, including people being
arrested for claiming they have coronavirus and then
spitting on Walmart customers.

16
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16th

The World Health Organization has now reported the
first Coronavirus numbers for the U.S.; totaling 1825 cases
and 17 deaths.

21st

The Mexican border was sealed off, as announced on
the Department of Homeland Security web site.

I made a grocery run. Walmart was as usual. Also a
private visit. A friend at the visit believes that this epidemic
will be easy; just "stay away from sick people," he said.
The traffic is a little light, but the big hills out my window
are just as normal as they always are. One item caught my
attention that made me start to wonder about how many
different swirling ways a flu virus could go. The options for
a clever virus are legion. An issue, they say, as Easter
approaches, is that right-wing evangelists have set a
coronavirus cluster bomb. In Asia and Europe, some
church gatherings have been super-spreader events. In
South Korea, more than half of the infections are been
linked to a single church. A prayer meeting with 2,500
attendees triggered a big burst of Covid-19 in France.

22nd

Landon Spradlin, an evangelist, implied that
coronavirus management was nothing more than
"politically motivated mass hysteria.” (Well, not yet; but
just wait for it.) On his way home to Virginia from

17
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preaching on the streets of New Orleans, he started
feeling ill and was admitted to a hospital in North Carolina.
He was then diagnosed with Covid-19. On March 25, he
died. With God on his side.

24th

Trump: “You're going to lose a humber of people to
the flu. You're going to lose more people by putting a
country into a massive recession or depression.” Some
history does support this statement, believe it or not.

26th

Trump: “They have to go back to work; our country
has to go back. Our country is based on that, and I think
it's going to happen pretty quickly. I have a feeling that a
lot of nhumbers that are being said in some areas are just
bigger than they’re going to be. I don't believe you need
40,000 or 30,000 ventilators.”

27th

We are watching the news more than we should at
this point. It does warp one. My roommate went to
Walmart with me to get groceries. This is the first time
that either of us has been out since the lockdown started.
We both got really spooked by the uncanny vastness of all
the empty parking lots. (Twilight Zone music...)

18
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28th

For the duration I will be doing what I would be doing
anyhow - what I feel like at the time. Even if the sun
appears to be coming up. That has a way of changing
everything. Tomorrow the rhetoric will begin to become
hallucinatory.

29th

We are beginning to experience genuine concern. I
have realized that some of the dialogue is going to seem a
little cold. I had not realized how dystopic it would
become.

Trump said: “So you're talking about [worst-case
scenarios of] 2.2 million deaths from this. And so if we
could hold that down, as we're saying, to 100,000 - it's a
horrible number, maybe even less. So we have between
100 and 200,000, and we altogether have done a very
good job."

30th

We were a bit uneasy about it, but I let a visitor come
to Wilson to look at some trinkets I have to sell. He turned
out to be a preacher that offered about a nickel on the
dollar for the entire lot. If I get sick, I intend to hunt him
down and haunt his apartment.

Trump, in our last quote for a while: “"New York is
really in trouble, but I think it's going to end up being fine.

19



Plague ? Diary 2020

We're loading it up, we're stocking it up. ... And you know,
it's a terrible thing to say, but we think the deaths will be a
very low number." The White House is still attempting an
aura of calm, because leaders do not like chaos.

March 31st (Is only the end of the first full month.)

A compulsion pushes me to wonder. We know that
the world we thought we knew will become more different
than we realized we could imagine. Yet, there have not
been much in the way of projections by 'experts' to merit
mention as of yet. Relax now, the prognosticators will be
coming out of the media's woodwork before you have time
to relax completely.

We are about one moon into the lunatic phase. I have
experienced a few ten second anxiety attacks; my state
awareness fixed it quick. This is not over yet.

The end of month totals are ... well, you decide what
to think about nameless numbers. Looking back a month,
previous totals are buried. There are different numbers in
different dashboards. These numbers are relative to next
month and have little other value. Please do not forget
that these numbers had souls.

Totals Cases Deaths
World 850,000 40,000
USA 180,000 3,800
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March was a very new experience for almost all of us;
I still think there was little of it that was shocking. Some of
the antics we witnessed were surprising, though. If you
did not find yourself shocked either, keep reading.

April
1st

The Governor of New York, Andrew Cuomo, has been
on CNN every early afternoon. After 9-11, the Mayor of
New York seemed more presidential than the Oval Office
president. Today, the Governor of New York seems to be
filling the presidential part. As we shall see, this play has
many actors. Shakespeare is giggling in his grave. Google
did not provide their traditional April Fool's Day joke, for
the very first time since forever; in Google World terms.

2nd

As cities all around Earth close down, posts of animals
providing entertainment are being posted on YouTube.
Rats are now running loose in New Orleans because the
dumpsters contain no food. Monkeys are going mad over
hunger as tourists in Southeast Asia stop going to temples.
Some have been filmed in murderous rampages to get at a
piece of food thrown by a passerby. They say that our
planet has 700 million free range dogs. The ones loose in
India are being fed, as an essential public service.
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3rd & 4th

This household is not really totally in tune with the
crisis yet. I took a load of trash to the county dump. The
world looks no different than a month ago when I went to
the dump. I think that perhaps I was expecting a sort of
ghost world. I cannot figure out what people are thinking;
or not. I have absolutely no idea about what is going on
out there. You had no idea either.

April 5th

President Trump is insisting that He hadn't seen
January memos by a White House official warning about
the virus. Trump also announced He was placing a "very
powerful hold" on funding for the World Health
Organization. This narrative will be bouncing about a bit in
response to reports because everything seems to be going
that way.

The White House seems to be a bit disorganized.
Press Secretary Stephanie Grisham was moved out,
without even having given a briefing, in continuous White
House staff turmoil. She was replaced by Kayleigh
McEnany, who said that thanks to Trump, "we will not see
diseases like the coronavirus come here." Staff members
that say things that are both unnecessary and ridiculous
are going to be a daily problem in containing the chaos.

In response to the developing situation, Congress has
passed an aid bill. Trump has announced He will ignore a
provision requiring the inspector general to report to
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Congress on the handling of the funds. The president does
not want to embarrass his friends who get great gobs of
goodies. Edits you may not have dreamed of will be a
factor in the unfolding script.

Trump does not mind personally attacking a Health
and Human Services inspector who noted massive
shortages of protective equipment at hospitals. In
government, some people must be problem identifiers.

Peter Navarro wrote a memo to the President in
January warning about a "full blown pandemic" causing
triflions in economic damage and risking the health of
miflions of Americans. This should be seen as hysteria
hype by now. Ho-hum hype. However, now it cannot be
stopped.

April 6th - 7th

The TV is already promoting virtual tours for home
remodeling and repairs; custom clothing was only a few
months ahead of this trend. No-touch delivery adverts
abound. There is an app for remote doctor consultation,
including prescriptions. The justification for brick and
mortar diminishes daily.

Mr. Trump has the amazing ability to admit that we
are suffering a terrible situation and in the next breath say
that it will all be better. The networks are still babbling
about what they call "Trump doing nothing." No White
House staff has "done something" about a flu season since
1787. The Federals do not have a health system.
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Ask the hospitals why they "did nothing." They will
have many answers, all of them valid. They did plenty.
This country does not have a comprehensive medical
response system. America will never have a world class
health system until people learn to get along. Then set up
a system like Europe.

Some people will recognize Trump's rhetoric as
attempting to stop panic. The media frenzy passed a
tipping point and insured that his tactic did not work.

Low on details some days, even mass graves are now
in the news; and not in Africa. There will be what the
tabloid news is calling mass graves in New York and also
elsewhere. This is something not seen here for decades.
Meaning grasping at straws to scare people. These graves
are really just typical paupers burials, in a neat trench,
nothing new to New York, and are standard practice for
people who die with nothing. Always have been.

Even with all the anxiety, other countries come to the
front of the brain. Like Korea, north-wise, is probably not
worried about Coronavirus coming from the South.
Nothing comes from the south. No one seems to know
what the situation is in the North. They claimed to have no
cases, then a report leaked that they executed a patient
for being Coronavirus-positive. Then they shot the official
that ordered the execution.

Some little voice in the corner of the ceiling says that
the news will get weirder before it completely returns to a
gentle full-blown almost boring.
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April 8th

I went on a mission to seek essential quality of life
supplies. The Interstate created few surprises. Car traffic is
a little light, but many tags were still from two or three
states away. Big truck traffic seems normal; at least north
and south. Wide loads were still mobilizing construction
equipment, Walmart trucks were moving loads, and most
importantly, a trailer load of Coke passed us.

John #2 did not hesitate to go out; LostBob visited. I
had to violate the general recommendations to learn that
everyone else is violating them as well. LostBob remarked
that the social situation at his house was more or less
business as usual.

Family and friends come and go like just another day
at the bar-b-q. On one hand Bob is complacent, but at the
same time he is calling for a November peak in the
epidemic. It did not surprise me at all that he has a
spreadsheet he is using to track the advance of Trump's
Invisible Enemy.

A multitude of weirdness appears in front of us, first
as the potential of a mirage, and then the form solidifies
and is suddenly in our face, asking a question that you
never, in your worst nightmares, ever wanted to answer.

There is a potential boatload of Trolley Car Paradox
cases coming down the tunnel. Once a patient is on a
ventilator for 'X' number of days, it is known that the
patient has no remaining chance of survival. None. The
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number X' is not yet known for sure; but it will be. We
have other patients who need ventilators. Once 'x' days
pass, a patient may have three days to live; on the
ventilator. They will live a few hours without the ventilator.
We have other patients who need ventilators. Knowing
they are guaranteed to die anyway, do you take their
ventilator away to save the life of another?

So far, the subject of people-race has not been
mentioned much. The virus is a Chinese one according to
Trump and some Chinese Americans got brutalized by
uneducated brutes. Then, today, we suddenly have a new
slant on statistics. Yesterday the numbers were all public
health numbers.

Now we have political numbers. Someone,
somewhere, is screaming about a Secret Anti-White
Genocide Plot. The fact is that where your ancestors come
from has nothing to do with a situation like the possible
total doom of all people life. As we shall see, not everyone
sees the same. Especially me. Supervolcanos are the only
extinction threat I agonize over.

In the continuing quest to introduce America to
Americans: A medical doctor on television news remarked
that the lack of resources, like Personal Protection
Equipment (PPE), are just another day at the clinic for
many large city health systems. So what exactly is the
definition of a crisis?
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April 9th

Total Earth numbers hit 1.5 million cases sometime
last night. Some of New York's lag numbers (new cases,
etc.) seem to be maybe over the hump. China is reporting
a second wave.

Gov. Cuomo used the term "Groundhog Day Reality"
during his press conference today. I already had a spooky
feeling that the situation has nhumbed down into a sort of
foggy limbo. It is almost like society itself is suffering from
depersonalization.

The spookiness of the huge empty parking lots at
shopping centers around Hagerstown and at the Valley
Mall is just spooky. There is no dramatizing this, or making
poetry about it, just as there is no sugar coating it; it is all
just plain and simply uncanny.

Non-violent prisoners have been released to reduce
their exposure to already infected inmates; at least one
prison riot has been reported. A jail in Chicago is said to be
a ‘"large" source of infections, with over 400 cases
between prisoners and staff. Prisoners seem to not be
dying! This is a more important clue than you may realize!

In overseas developments, the ignoble House of Saud
has declared a cessation of fighting in Yemen in response
to the epidemic; perhaps Wahhabi does not allow Kkilling
sick people. Over in Ecuador bodies are piling up on the
streets due to lack of facilities. The term "American
refugee" is seldom heard; the United States Department of
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State has brought 50,000 refugees back home in a special
operation.

A nursing home was evacuated of about three dozen
residents after none of the staff showed up for work. A
friend that works at a nursing home tells me that there no
visits allowed there and the staff is all wearing masks, but
otherwise it is operations as usual. Except they take your
temperature when you show up. They have adequate PPEs
for internal use, but the staff has been warned that they
may need to begin re-using masks.

Hate crimes against Asians, especially women (1?!)
has hit a hundred attacks per day.

Economic indicators are terrible for poor people. More
than one in 10 workers has lost their jobs in just the past
three weeks because of the anxiety.

The outbreak erased nearly one-third of the
economy’s output in the current quarter. Forty-eight states
have closed businesses. Countless small businesses have
laid off millions.

Non-grocery retail crashed 95% in the last week of
March. The number of airline passengers has dropped
95% from a year ago. U.S. hotel revenue is down 80%.
Economists are swimming in a new reality and do not
know exactly how to assess the damage. “We're just
throwing out our textbooks,” according to Beth Ann
Bovino, an economist at S&P Global Ratings. There is no
chapter on hysteria.
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I'm watching "The Last Pope" on the History Channel,
which predicts Rome to burn during the current Pope's
reign. A CNN report out of Italy says that the criminal
underground, comprising a significant part of the economy
in the south, is out of work and are not allowed to collect
unemployment. There are reports of food shortages and a
food truck hijacking. There also seems to be a real threat
of a holy Mafia uprising actually seizing power after the
lockdown is lifted.

It is a good thing the rich are being allowed to loot
the treasury. If the market for yachts collapses, it may
take months to restart it. Plus the Fed is going to buy Junk
Bonds. I wonder who this bails out. I do not think this will
help me much.

The Financial Times reported that wheat prices are
rising due to pasta demand. Everyone seems to be
hoarding macaroni or whatever. Easy to grow, wheat as
pasta then collapses in the processing and distribution
chain: For pasta eaten in the UK, most is made from wheat
grown in Canada, which is then processed by companies
such as Barilla and De Cecco in Italy...

CNN tells us this evening that at least three aircraft
carriers have Coronavirus cases. Any armchair Captain can
guess the potential implications of a navy that cannot
fight. Do you have the queasy feeling that we will hear
more foreboding in this theater?

People are consistently giving their state Governors
good marks in handling the epidemic. Their marks for the
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White House are down; except perhaps among
Republicans. A few days ago, Trump was saying the
economy would be reopened in a few weeks; like just after
Easter. Perhaps He is paying better attention now; He will
no longer give a timeline, considering that Easter is a few
days away.

There are way too many rumors and not enough data.
If someone is trying to keep track of how this epidemic is
playing out, they have their work cut out.

The Internet dashboards tracking the spread have
been days behind recently.

April 10th

The world-wide death toll has hit 100,000. The US
passed 18,000.

The President is painting a rosy picture with New
Orleans and Detroit turning around. He claims that more
temporary hospital beds have been built then we need. We
are also reassured that our food supply is safe. The media
manages to dispute everything, even if it does not matter.
The Democrats are even worse for this.

The whole spectacle is an exercise that can wear you
down. By the time you fact check a lie, three more lies
have been told. They must teach Joseph McCarthy in
political and journalism schools.

They say we are now in an economic recession. I
guess they mean the happy economic activity which has

30



Plague ? Diary 2020

become a fantasy to hopefully happen next month. White
House experts are not at all in agreement on re-opening
the economy.

Trump says the He will make the hardest decision of
all time and don't worry because all the metrics He needs
are in his head. (Points to head.) It is not clear exactly
when the president completely caught a crisis mind-set,
but He seems netted now.

We have a legion of experts, without much data,
spewing speculation as fact and jabbering about things
they have no knowledge of.

New York is now swamped with more Coronavirus
cases than any foreign country has. The Governor made
an interesting point when criticizing pundits that claim
Coronavirus has a "natural course" that needs to run.
Cuomo eloquently insisted that the doctrine needs to
orient toward disrupting the natural course.

Cities have unclaimed bodies piling up and is
preparing 'mass' graves. The FBI and the media and
anthropologists all have different definitions of 'mass
grave.' If not for the CRISIS, hardly any of these events or
situations would be news. We hope they don't find out that
the virus can be spread by people biting dogs. Yes, I am
confused.

Sanjay Gupta repeated an estimate by someone who
suggested that 300,000 contact tracers will be needed
once the curve drops. This is necessary to prevent a
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second spike. 300k is an average of 100 trackers per US
county. They should use Census takers.

Nurses in the US, responding to a shortage of PPEs,
are wearing garbage bags. Laid-off surgical nurses are
staying home.

In New Orleans, the Spanish Quarter, the old town
with all the Spanish architecture, is empty. The City is
using cell phone ping data to confirm conformance with
the stay at home order. The Mayor stated that she was not
told of Coronavirus ahead of Mardi Gras, and furthermore
was criticized for canceling St. Patrick's Day and Super
Sunday. Some people do not get it; for example, Louisiana
state officials. Some people will just not have the decency
to join in the hysteria.

The Governor of Oklahoma is trying to lockdown his
state and this faction called "Faith Over Fear" has stalled
him in court.

It just fully hit me that sports are not running at all.
What are people to do? I cannot imagine football reruns,
but it may come to that. Sports fans probably would not
know the difference anyhow.

In response to drunks violating the lockdown,
Thailand has banned the sale of alcohol for ten days. Italy
is extending their lockdown in the face of mounting
impatience. Police patrols are ordering everyone inside.
One area in the north sadly lost an entire generation of
memories and stories and wisdom. The thought of Italy is
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an anxiety generator over how this will play out. It should
not be, as the Italian towns are a quirk, nothing more. It is
still just the flu.

Quote from somewhere: "Phrases like "this isnt how
it's supposed to be" capture the sense of uncertainty."

April 11th

United States Coronavirus total cases passed five
hundred thousand last night. The death toll is nhow over
20,000. We are the first country to report 2000 deaths in
24 hours.

Also reported was that yesterday was our largest
single-day jump in deaths; but many New York new
numbers are down and their fatality curve is flattening.
There is a unique regional quirk in that New York City
people tally the dead in "9-11" counts; "One 9-11" = 2,753
bodies. The New York Governor quoted Winston Churchill,
"Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of
the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning."
Cuomo also gives Trump high marks for responsiveness.
There are a lot of different views on everything.

The President intends to open the country "right away'
if Americans "are healthy." Apparently, He can order things
to open if He determines an interference with interstate
commerce is occurring. We also got clarification of the
definition of 'mass' burials as the term applies to New York
City. As of yesterday, it involves twenty-five unclaimed
bodies a day. Like last year. And the year before.
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A Harvard epidemiologist stated the issue in an
interesting way: "We are learning to fly the airplane while
we are building it." (The TV networks seem to repeat
everything except what I would like another glance at, but
the quote is close enough for you to get the idea.) The
south US is getting a coating of tornados to go with their
virus today. The Weather Service has also scheduled a
second wave of storms, in case you miss the first one.

Today's weirdness has the Post Office needing a 75
billion dollar infusion because of the radical drop in mail
volume. News you thought you would never hear includes
auto insurance companies giving rebates for staying home
and not having accidents. Sports are frozen, but we are
still stuck with Google sports news. Worse yet, it is all
about some version of sports politics, and not much about
what the players do. You know; like games.

I should have thought about the Amish because I
once lived near them in Path Valley, but I forgot the
thought. Fortunately for them, it was announced that there
are special contacts being made so the Amish are aware of
the situation. Kool. The Amish will have no issue with
social distancing from the English; they do that anyhow.
There is a possibility of a drunken hog farm hand hitting a
buggy with his pickup truck. This is typically one of the few
points of contact with the English.

Some of the epidemic math models projected a
potential of needing over two million hospital beds. Like a
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foggy crystal ball. The United States had a total of just
under one million beds on line when Covid-19 first hit.

Then there is the possibility that the Congregations
have a sort of Lemming neurosis and are praying for mass
suicide: As Pennsylvania’s evangelist pastor Jonathan
Shuttlesworth promised in a March 30th speech: “We're
going to hold an outdoor Easter blowout service, a national
gathering. You come from all over, like Woodstock. Shame
on every European full gospel church, bunch of sissies,
that shut down during this thing,” He said. He went on to
say that holy water should, by definition, be safe, and
removing it from church lobbies “should be a sign to you
that your whole religion’s a fraud. Any faith that doesn't
work in real life is a fake faith. Totally fake.”

For days now, Psychology Today's blogs have been
trying to cover every imaginable psych angle of the Corona
crisis. Advice is available for those shut in with hyperactive
children; what to do if you are sequestered with a
psychopath; the pitfall of quarantine overindulgence; the
coronavirus talk they wish they could give; there is a self-
care alphabet for quarantine; and stranger-danger has
gone viral in the pandemic; as well as explaining that
following CDC guidelines is not valid criteria for an OCD
diagnosis. Finally, the very most valuable posts provide
methods to cope with yourself.

Interesting phenomena are rising out of the craziness,
some of which are fascinating. People are remembering
more dreams as well as creating false memories about the
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events. Of course, this is a most wonderful opportunity for
some creative conspiracy cooking.

Creative efforts are rising to stop Covid-19 from
spreading. New York City has ordered homeless into hotel
rooms. The City intends for at least 6,000 vulnerable single
homeless residents to be in rooms by April 20. Homeless
seniors will be prioritized and homeless persons with
symptoms will be moved to a hotel.

There are items in the media stream that continuously
remind us of the strangeness of non-fiction.

e 200 doctors and nurses died of Covid-19; on the job.

e Crime is way down, even in violent US cities.

e The States and the Feds are bidding against each
other for medical supplies.

e The Feds forward supplies to the states. Huh?

Sixteen million Americans are freshly out of work.
Some will not have jobs even when the situation
normalized; we know not what normal is yet. Sam Adams
Brewery has started a relief fund to assist restaurants.
Kudos. We hope that the capitalists step up more, but do
not expect them to.

Every state in the United States is now under
Emergency Disaster Declaration. Hungary has become a
dictatorship in response to the crisis.

Analysis of out of area cell phone pings for Daytona
Spring Break allowed the phones to be tracked. CNN had a
time lapse map of the pings streaming back to their
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origins. The concentrations of returning phones correlated
with virus hot spot outbreaks to some degree. It appears
that the cell carriers have opened access to server logs
and these are being used by many local governments to
monitor movements and gatherings.

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Lesotho are the only
inland countries with no confirmed cases of Coronavirus.
There are also about a dozen island nations so far
untouched, as well as several dozen small countries with
fewer than ten cases.

South America was slow to wake up to the virus.
China is leading the way with aid to help them cope. The
Foreign Policy Research Institute tells us that "extra
hemispheric powers are present and challenging U.S.
influence and power in a significant way, as they offer to
fulfill a leadership role. This challenge to the U.S. position
and influence in Jits own hemisphere may have most
significant long-term implications for the United States.

The World Health Organization warns that Covid-19 is
spreading at an alarming rate in rural areas of Africa and
says urgent help is needed to strengthen the continent’s
fragile health system. This is a gross exaggeration.

Twitter, Facebook and YouTube all banned conspiracy
fruitcake Alex Jones in 2018. On his personal site, Jones is
selling snake oil to prevent or treat Covid-19. The claims
are so outlandish that the FDA stepped in, issuing a letter
telling Jones to cease peddling the products.
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The flat-Earth crowd seems almost logical in light of
some of Alice on psilocybin silly conspiracy theories.
5thGen technology helps Covid-19 gain ground; the virus
may be a cull of the population by elites; perhaps to save
social security; or aliens created the virus; or the testing is
to find hybrid aliens; or they will force everyone to take a
vaccine to sterilize us; or Mother Nature is out to get us;
or it was set up to introduce the New World Order, but
what is probably really happening is that they are trying to
bring down Trump and they released CoVid-19 to cause a
financial collapse so He will lose the next election.

April 12th

There are no psychological landmark numbers today.
There seems to be some small (but growing?) consensus
of a leveling of the stats. I do not believe anyone's
projections. Partly because no one seems to agree on
much of anything; except PPE shortages.

However, on a BBC epidemic tracking page, they have
a graph that shows recovered cases. Dated today, the
number is about 500,000 recoveries. With about 1.75
million cases; that is a 28 percent so far recovery rate.

It was not clear yesterday, but apparently the
President declared another Declaration; or Disaster or
something. It is still not clear what the Official Name of
This Official Order is. Fox says "Major Disaster
Declaration." They also say "for Wyoming" (the last state
to lock?), then in the next breath adds "the first time a
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president has ever declared a major disaster in all 50
states at once."

Then it seems that the Governors declared something.
The historians will have a basket of enigmas figuring out
who did what. I wonder if Trump has thought about what
the history books will say about his administration.

The story is warping more than evolving. One day it is
like this and the next day that was not like that at all. We
are so mired in fact and fantasy that it is like untangling a
ball of gooey hair in the dark.

There is good news floating around, though. For the
paranoid among you; Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and
Stuff has approved the sale of guns in parking lots. Now
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms really does sound like a
convenience store.

Asthma sufferers cannot go out, but if they could,
they would actually find clean air in the cities. Not only
that, but they are selling gas a few miles down the road at
$1.85 a gallon. How could I almost forget to mention
something so monumental?

Some say that a sign of (at least partial) collapse is
that non-government shadow entities step up and fill in
where government has failed. Examples include the Cajun
Navy doing rescue during Hurricanes while the Feds had
their thumbs pre-occupied. Now we have Google and
Apple teaming up to solve the Covid-19 case tracking
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problem. There is no doubt in my brain that they will do
much better than the CDC in Atlanta.

Random thought: Only in America would someone's
last words be "Who is going to pay my medical bills?"

Astronauts are due to return from the space station
and have remarked that "It is quite surreal for us." They
return to another world. They can likely barely
comprehend what they will become witness to. Our whole
world is searching for answers. Internet searches for
prayer doubled for every 80,000 new cases of Covid-19.

Someone hinted that the sir president could invoke
the Commerce Clause and order the Governors of the
several states to cease and desist their interference with
interstate activity. Meaning by this that the lockdown is
nullified and everyone would be free to mingle as provided
by the constitutional right to disassemble. Except that the
Commerce Clause is in a Congress part of the Constitution.
I do not know if Congress has given the president this
enforcement power, but there seems to be no precedent
for the president. My crystal ball says there will be a court
circus over this if it comes to pass.

Reality Check: The dark humor woven into this
narrative intends in no way to belittle the suffering.
Suffering is sad. This same exact suffering happens every
single year. What is really different except the news?
Covid-19 is a mass unplanned psychology experiment. We
must always seek to understand.
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Authorities responded to a call of multiple shots fired
at an apartment in Bakersfield California. Deputies found
six victims and learned that a large party was going on
despite the state's stay-at-home order. The suspects were
four men driving a sedan. It is not known whether or not
they were vigilantes who were privately enforcing the
state's order. They may have been seeking revenge for
infecting a family member. They may have just be
suffering from cabin fever; neurosis can strike city people
rather radically.

Abortion clinics are not being bombed. Sometimes
quiet shows up where you least expect it.

Governor Cuomo is playing pork politics by
complaining about pork politics; regarding dollars per virus
case allocation among states. He is also, I think, the first
to sign an executive order to require employers to provide
masks for employees.

The president is insulting the press for not asking
questions that make him look good. This is dialogue
management, not disease management.

This afternoon I heard that there are still eight states
with no stay at home order. What's up with this? What
does 'national' mean? It means that not everyone sees the
same world that the hysterical see.

The World Health Organization (WHO?) has hooted
that the virus is stalking our race. I leave no footprints, so
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It cannot stalk me; I'm good. The WHO owls call on a
falling sky. Who-steria, Who-steria, Who-steria.

Monopolizing the CNN TV coverage is the New York
Times paper coverage of the day-by-day sequence of the
president brushing off indications that an epidemic was on
the way. Why was he not having anxiety attacks like he
was supposed to?

It is obvious from this that Trump did not give a darn.
Just ask the media. Trump says He is a war-time president
in the virus fight. If this is a war, and the virus is the
enemy and is stalking us, then Trump is treasonous. At
least according to a basket of Democratic semantics. He
must have given aid to the enemy; or something.

Tornados are a valid scientific reason to be anxious
and take action, but are still not justification for hysteria.
Funnel clouds have been assaulting Mississippi with swaths
of "catastrophic" damage. The National Weather Service
recommended that taking shelter, like now, should take
precedence over considerations of the infectious aspects of
the shelter. I can easily imagine an echo of condemnation
over this advice; . . . by someone . . . somewhere.

April 13th (Not a Friday.)

New York total death toll passed 20,000. Over 3,000
US military personnel have tested positive for Covid-19,
including at least 585 crew members on the aircraft carrier
USS Theodore Roosevelt, which has a crew of about 5600.
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This morning, one crew member died. We are not near
last year's fatality level yet.

President Trump, always the fearless one, has
Tweeted that Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, should be fired
for saying that "It would have been nice if we would have
had a better start." Fauci prefaced his remarks with a full
paragraph of Trump-face-saving semantics; for crying out
loud. How dare hint at the truth to a reporter.

Now a word from our sponsor: SCOTUS will be
hearing certain verbal arguments about whether a certain
Mr. Donald Trump must certainly surrender some of his
most very private records to certain public congressional
and state investigators. The president has already certainly
been ordered to turn certain papers over to certain
authorities. The Supreme Court issue to be verbally argued
is whether or not the uncertain temporary stay of the
original certain order regarding the certain papers will be
certainly extended or neutrally nullified. An encore will
certainly follow. Sometimes karma has a sense of humor.

Even more terrible, the Weather Service is predicting
severe storms for my house today. Already my exhaust fan
is running intermittently backwards because wind gusts.
This will not faze the mailman, in spite of the silly stories
that the postal service is about to collapse. Someone with
little to write about suggested that Jeff Bezos might buy
Post Office assets and double delivery prices. By the time
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the middle of some days is here, I am not really sure what
reality I have awoken to.

Reports surfaced in Africa that the Chinese mistreated
Africans in China if they contracted Covid-19 in China.
Africans are upset and who knows what the repercussions
will be. China has numerous juicy African assets ripe for
picking. Tyranny and rumors of tyranny lurk.

On the good news screen, Apple and perhaps Google
will be displaying Coronavirus test locations by default.
Again we have non-governmental organizations stepping
to fill in for a sort of half confused federal system. In the
maybe department, the Center for Disease Control in
Atlanta announced that "We are nearing the peak." This
sounds good as long as it is not windy up there.

A trivia note for today harkens back to before the
Flood. BBC Report: Prague, Czechoslovakia - A traditional
Czech Easter fertility ritual, involving lightly whipping
women, is being canceled this year due to coronavirus. I
hope this does not anger the local spirits.

Several vectors are reassuring us that the food supply
is safe and moving and there will be no food shortages
and no one will starve in America unless you are homeless.
The grocery-warehouse-distributor storage stockpile holds
sixty or ninety days supply, depending on whom you ask.
This covers almost everything but produce and diary. So
far, so rosy. There are exceptions.
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Exceptions will domino. Truck drivers, already in short
supply, are needed to move the goods. Warehouse
workers are needed to load the trucks. Food is needed to
stock the warehouses. A huge example has exploded out
at us. Smithfield Farms ceased production a few days age;
this stops delivery from about 2,500 hog farms. 50,000
employees are out of work. They were killing 32,000
porcine a day, churning our millions of pounds of pork per
week. This is but one packing company.

Today there are reports of more and more packing
plants closing. I do not eat pork, so my food is not
interrupted here. I will be hit when Tyson Chicken is hit,
which I totally expect to happen. We also all need our
veggies. Especially if there is no meat and the pasta runs
out. Not everything is machine harvested; produce may rot
in the fields if pickers are not available. Food distribution is
a web of chains. The chains all have weak links and not
many need to fail before the web itself collapses. The
vultures circle as we sleep. (Edit: Not really; there is new
news later...)

Do you have an overwhelming feeling that you may
starve to death? Relax, it is an illusion. There will be food.

Tens of hundreds of legions of additional layoffs were
announced today. An enigma, especially for the urbanites,
is that many workers cannot go back to working if the
schools are bunkered. The paradox is that schools need to
be among the last institutions to open. In addition to the
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abundance of paradox, we are confounded by semi-
circular insanity. There is no end to the mess they made.

Northeast states are trying to negotiate a protocol for
restarting life. They need to get on the same page before
every-one just heads out and become an every-body. I
mean if this really a threat to our species. This is in no way
funny only because no one knows what to think or what to
do. It is all extremely complicated and no matter what the
procedure turns out to be, some crackpot will complain.

There will be another wave, hopefully small and
quickly contained. Yet the hysteria will start up again. Yet
perhaps a Schrodinger rogue wave is possible. Yet we
cannot say. We have never done this before, as Governor
Cuomo is so fond of saying.

Valentina Stoycheva, a PhD clinical psychologist, says
"We are living in an Orwellian novel."

April 14th

Deaths in the United States have doubled in less than
a week. New York passed 10,000 deaths and globally the
number now exceeds 120,000. There are hints that many
of the numbers we get are skewed down, like in the UK,
where only hospital deaths are reported. Some countries
may be censoring some news, and North Korea does not
have no anything at all whatsoever.

Unemployment is only one of the news leaders this
morning; I'm saving the circus for a few paragraphs down.
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Six million Americans are out of work. Amazon workers are
striking; Amazon is hiring tens of thousands of workers
which, based on my history books, smells like strike-
breaking. The Governor of Florida is putting a few people
gloriously back to work by declaring public mutual assault
exhibitions, which they call "pre-fresh-ional-ras'ling," as an
"essential business." I wonder if they are training to help
Jeff Bezos break his strike.

Snippets of good news abound, but usually there is a
flop side. One good sign is that drive-in theaters are now
experiencing resurgence, as people are desperate to get
out. The bad business news is that some farmers are
destroying crops that they cannot sell. The really bad news
is that CNN is sensationalizing isolated instances of bad
news. This is irresponsible fear mongering and is a totally
unsuitable reporting style considering the circumstances.

I find myself uncomfortably siding with Trump about
some of CNN's reporting style; he would strongly disagree
that FOX is an order of magnitude worse for hype and
even outright lies.

Today at the Circus, Trump has declared that a
Condition of "Mutiny" now exists in the form of state
governors declaring that they, and not the president, will
decide when to restart the economy. Trump's memory is
like a water balloon; it holds just so much, then bursts.
Only ten days ago, He was insisting that He did NOT have
the authority to close down life in general. He insisted it
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was up to the governors; otherwise He would be violating
"state's rights" (his words).

Now Trump demands the authority to be an authority
not granted by law. He was even ignorant enough to say
that the states were begging for supplies that "are not
federal responsibility." Governor Cuomo has stated simply
that he will not join in a confrontation with Trump, but
fully intends to ignore presi